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Mb. dra a . 

.. \ 
1 submit nerevnita a njanuacri^ t co^: oi tiw ieiu^u 

Hyou" written oy ^r . '/edantain Ventcuta 3abrahnjuqya, 
Sustry. Fro i, 1 , tlw b^iuin,., to iii^; end the ill-treatment 
out by i ne iai.iiiKiaru to inoir ten.uiita ana the 

ipj 01 LIU latter a* re deijictea in this drama* 



I'ati etiactuieuu oi cue drai-cA niitjut L^iereiore create unnecessary 
riitch atiu Uiaali oc Lion o j iweetj Janjinuarj; ana their servants. 
1 uo, not coxiaiuer it a lit urair.a to ge enacted uy it is apt 
to cr^aie class ana coiiiinunal r.atrcd,, I tnerel oro requeat 
tiuut tht? Jo-rermueiiL n.-j- -j j wleas-ju u-j consider tue adrisuui 11 >, 
of jproh-iiiitirj^ cue p--riori^r.c .- .->i uaa uruuiu in this or any 



aistrict in' tne 



unuer oectiou Js 01 trie 




Act - Tlv Prvmntlo 

Act - T';lu S ';u DrnniM "Z.i.nln 

arm Ing of - 



(To 



A manuscript copy of the cii-ar-ia in 
;u cntitn^l "Znm'.n Ryot* 1 Is 



forvardocl t.o tht3 Sej.ior Translator to 



the 



. It has been stated, tliat the 
of the piny m?.ght create 
.'vry hitch pnd dlnaffectlon 




between the 2flmln f i.nrs and their 
The Senior Tr--innltor Is requested to 
f rom the ^elugu Translator and 
I to ftovt. a gist of the play in 
English and n translation of any 
objectionable portions In the play. 

.*--. |. :i , 



the Senior Translator to Cfovt . 
(\vith a manuscript copy of 
the play *and copy of c.f.) J) 

/ /^ , w 

Copy to E^P.H. Dept 




Tliis is a manuscript driMna in tineo /ictn, r/i5 tl.cn by Ve dan tar,' 
Venkata Subrahnianya taastri of T *ad<lulii];ai*va, B.O.Vissanna, Kistna 
District* The follovfing is n sum'-uj'y of the plot. Some cooliec 
who are on their way to the l.-iricls of the zaiirinclar of their village 
for transplantation work, express fclwir discontent .that they are 
not properly paid for their nork by the zaininclar. Chowdarayya, 
one of the influential ryots of the place, meets them, dissuacfs 

A 

them from going to the zainino'.'vr s L'vruls an 3 takes them with him to 



his own lands promising them a h.i.rhor r-'a^e. The sainindar who cones, 

one of 
to know of this sends /lie servants l,o brim 1 ; the coolies back by 

force. Kavi (.Poet) approaches the znnindar for help in his 
attempts to dedicate -some of his patriotic works to Mr .Gandhi. The 
zamindar treats ^avi very rudely and sets his Manager, J^antulu, who 
is also a poet, against him. Pantnhi o.nd Kavi abuse each other in 
verse. Thus insulted, Kavi ^oes to ChoY/darayya who Drondses his 
help. Fearing trouble from Chovrdo.r.'i;r:t , the zamindar causes his 
house to be looted and all his cattle to be killed on^ night, While 

Chowdarayya, his wife and son are talking together over the incident 

/ 

Kavi meets them and advises Chowdarayya to go to another village and 
work with him for enlistment of workers and peasants to Gandhi Seva 
Sangh. Accordingly, a meeting is held under the presidentship of 
Ghowdarayya in another village, K/ivi speaks first on the vices of 
zamindars and officials. Chowdarayya next addresses the meeting; 
"but before he cone hides his speech, he is arrested by the Police on 
charge preferred agairst K5m. by the aamindar that he has 

his hay-stack ar.il >ill-?-l fonr of hin cattle. Chov/daray>-; 
r *ac< sentenced ^ a R-^ 1 ;."-^.'* tn tno years' rigorous 

ir. ^il, :}jov. T- ;/>i is riveji oi 1 -mill work /* 

- 7 n^ prop* P ]y in the 

,, on ilsul a lmnl)er of ryots 




who hare come to the jail to see him. Kavi begins to address 
the ryots present on the 'sue! plight 1 of zamin ryots, but the 
whole party is turned out of the jail by the i ail-warder. The 
drama also comes to an end. It looks like a piece of anti- 



zamindar propaganda. An English trans Li ti on of some specimen 

and marked and numbered in blue pencil 
passages selected from the book/is flven in the Appendix. 



Translator to Government. 



Home t 



the D.K. , G-antur, 
dated V 2 



Dramatic Performances Act, 1876 - 
Sec. 3 - '^.mln Ryot' - Prohibition 



Please see the letter from the D.M. ,r<Juritur at 

;..'<ST- 

p.l c.f. and the notes at pp. 2-3 in the -linked file. 
The D.U. says that from Vne beginning to tins end the 
illtreatiaent meted out by the Zaii-ndars. to ,thelr ryo 
and the resulting hardship to tke ryots are' depicted 



in the draJAa and/it ini^ht create unnecessary hitch 

x 

\ and disaffection between Z a jfli -. n( iars and their ryots. 

He therefore', request. 3 to consider the advisability 

' ' ^ fr, C{ t ^ti^ *~~3 rfc <&/ 

t of prohibiting this drama algo/i ^A manuscript copy 

'> of the olay is sent and it is in Telugu. 

2. The orders that :aay be Passed in the linked 
case may also aooly to this case. 
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5. 








Please see notes on pp. 1-2 ante and 
minutes of the H.M (C <fc P) and Hon. the'-" 
Premier on pp. 3-3 ante. 

A report on the Telugu Drama entitled 
"Zamln Ryot" furnished by the Telugu Translator Is 
at pp. 9-10 c.f. An English translation of gome 
typical passages from the book is at pp, 11-14 .o.f. 

Tc will be observed from the report 
at pp. 9-10 c :. ' * t^. ; - i ama l is calculated^ to 
discredlt N the ' .. dari system, wl }he select-; 
pasaa^es (translated at r>p. 11-14 c.f.) ffo .to show 
that the 'drama 1 ,' Is only an outrlpht condemnation 
of the. Zamindars. It is also an Indirect attack 
on the Police and the Jall^-Adralnistration. 

For orders whether the perf ormance_ of 

( - * * "~ 

this'. drama may be prohibited. Public may see; .before 
circulation. 
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Legal Department. 

Ttie notification may be recast as follow.:-- 

-Whereas the Government of Madras ore of 
that tfre Telugu drama entitled "Zamin Ryot" 



by Sri Vedantam Veniata Subrahmanya Saetrl 
or . a ^andaxous ^defamatory nature, in exerciBe 

oowere conferred by clause (a) of section 3 of 
Dramatic- Perfoimancee Act, 1876 (XIX of 1876) 
are hereby pleased to prohibit the performance 

said drama .In any public place In the Province 
Madras.-* 
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